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Drawings are prepared according to a specific

scale. For example, a very common scale for house

construction is 1⁄4" � 1'. On a drawing at this scale,

a line 2 inches long represents a length of 8 feet.

For commercial buildings, a scale of 1⁄8" � 1' is

more common. In this case a line 2 inches long

represents a length of 16 feet in actual construction.

The scale of a drawing should be shown on every

page, generally at the bottom or side.

1-13

SCALE

Plan Use Ratio English Units Metric Units

Details: 1:1 12" � 1' 0" 1000 mm � 1 m

(full scale)

1:5 3" � 1' 0" 200 mm � 1 m

1:10 1
1⁄2" � 1' 0" 100 mm � 1 m

1:20
1⁄2" � 1' 0" 50 mm � 1 m

Floor plans: 1:40
3⁄8" � 1' 0" 25 mm � 1 m

1:50
1⁄4" � 1' 0" 20 mm � 1 m

Plot plans: 1:80
3⁄16" � 1' 0" 13.3 mm � 1 m

1:100
1⁄8" � 1' 0" 12.5 mm � 1 m

1:200 1" � 20' 0" 5 mm � 1 m

Plat plans: 1:500 1" � 50' 0" 2 mm � 1 m

City maps 1:1250 1" � 125' 0" 0.8 mm � 1 m

(and larger): 1:2500 1" � 250' 0" 0.4 mm � 1 m

DRAWING SCALES
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